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• collecting pattern for R.L. McGregor Herbarium, University of 
Kansas (KANU), peak 1970s
• historical component: e.g., 76% of first records of exotic plant 
species are housed at KSU (prior to 1940, 94%)
• potential for data mining, contextual inferences of 
floristic patterns…integration
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• e.g., some specimens include locality only to county, or list
the nearest town with no indication of relative placement
• 105 counties in Kansas (106)
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KSC KSU-MEPAR

Databasing initiated 2006 (2001) 2007

Specimens databased >80,000 23,800

Priority groups Kansas vascular plants 
(complete); all other 
ongoing

Orthoptera (grasshoppers; 
complete); Cicadellidae
(leafhoppers) ongoing

Major funding KS NSF-EPSCoR, NSF, KSU’s Targeted Excellence



• patterns of collecting, collecting biases for Central Plains 
collections
• targeted floristic inventory (informed by related ecological 
forecasting work)
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– new findings on taxon distribution patterns (phytogeography)

• sampling for studies requiring time series
• potential in light of upcoming integration of complementary 
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