Annual Symposium:

Understanding and Forecasting Ecological Change 

8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Saturday, April 19, 2008

The Commons, Spooner Hall, The University of Kansas

Agenda
	Time
	Activity



	8:30 a.m.
	Registration, Coffee and Continental Breakfast, poster set up


	9:00 a.m.
	Opening Remarks, Welcome & Introductions
· Leonard Krishtalka, Director, Natural History Museum and Biodiversity Institute, KU

· Walter Dodds, Professor of Biology, KSU

· Kristin Bowman-James, Director, Kansas NSF EPSCoR

· Steve Warren, Vice Provost for Research and Graduate Studies, KU, and President, KU Center for Research, Inc.


	9:20 a.m.

	Modeling at the Interface of Human and Natural Systems
· A summary of approaches discussed at the modeling workshop on April 18th – Shaily Menon, Associate Professor and Department Chair of Biology, Grand Valley State University, Michigan


	9:35 a.m.
	Modeling:  Disease Distributions 

· Lyme Borreliosis in Eastern Kansas  - Manuel Moro, Assistant Professor of Diagnostic Medicine & Pathobiology, KSU


	10:00 a.m.
10:20 a.m.
	Modeling: Ecosystem and Biodiversity Processes and Functions 

· Forecasting Ecological Change in the Central Plains: Efforts to Integrate Biodiversity Data from Natural History Collections - Craig Freeman, Associate Scientist, Kansas Biological Survey

· KSU plants and insects: accessing and applying historical specimen data -  Carolyn Ferguson, Associate Professor of Biology, KSU



	10:40 a.m.
	Break 



	11:00 a.m.
11:20 a.m.
	Modeling: Ecosystem and Biodiversity Processes and Functions (continued)

· Ecosystems and Biodiversity: mechanistic studies overview - Keith Gido, Associate Professor of Biology, KSU

· Integrating natural history collections and mechanistic studies to forecast species distributions and ecosystem function - David Hoeinghaus, Research Associate, Biology, KSU


	11:40 a.m.
	Tools

· Lifemapper: Its functions and capabilities – Aimee Stewart, Senior Systems Programmer, Natural History Museum and Biodiversity Research Center


	Noon
	buffet lunch – The Big 12 Room, Kansas Union



	1:00 p.m.
1:10 p.m.

1:30 p.m.
1:50 p.m.

2:10 p.m.
	Modeling: Future Climate, Water, and Land Use/Land Cover 

· Overview - John Harrington, Professor of Geography, KSU 

· Retrospective studies of paleoenvironments and nutrient availability in Kansas during the past century - Kendra McLaughlan, Assistant Professor, Geography, KSU 

· Modeling biogeochemical cycles in the central Great Plains - Nate Brunsell, Assistant Professor of Geography, KU

· Soil carbon dynamics, land use, and precipitation in the Great Plains - Sharon Billings, Assistant Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, KU 

· Mapping the Land Cover of Kansas and the Kansas River Basin - Steve Egbert, Associate Professor of Geography, KU


	2:30 p.m.
	Tools
· Information, Cyberinfrastructure and Databasing to Support Ecological Modeling – Eric Perrins, Assistant Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, KU


	2:50 p.m.
	NEON 
· Update – Jim MacMahon, Trustee Professor of Biology and Director of the Ecology Center, Utah State University



	3:00 p.m.
	Poster Session and Reception



	4:00 p.m.
	Adjourn


Notes: 

· Posters may be set up between 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. for viewing during the morning break and afternoon reception.

· Bathrooms in Spooner Hall are on the basement level of the building.
· Wireless Internet access is available to registered participants.







