
IRMC MEETING MINUTES

November 11, 2004     

Room 204 K-State Union

Members Present:  Jan Alexander, Tony Crawford, Lori Goetsch, Mike Haddock, David Hillier, Gary Leitnaker, Laurel Littrell, Monty Nielsen, Tweed Ross, Jane Rowlett, John Streeter, and Harvard Townsend.  Visitors:  Molly Coplen, Allan Foster, Warren Strauss, and John Wu

Members Absent:  Al Cochran, Yar Ebadi, Kurt Gartner, Bryan Kraus, Larry Moeder, Vince Ortiz, Beverly Page, Ralph Richardson, Gail Simmonds, Roger Terry, and Sue Zschoche.  Cheryl Strecker, ex officio.


I. Chair Haddock opened the meeting at 1:32 p.m.   The Minutes of the October 14, 2004 were approved.  

II. Announcements:  Chair Haddock announced that Beth Unger will attend the December meeting to welcome members of the committee.  Members introduced themselves.


III. Discussion/Update Items

a. Visit with Legislative Post Auditors, Allan Foster and Molly Coplen, and University Auditors, Anu Vadlani and Warren Strauss.

Auditor Foster indicated that his job as auditor is to determine where KSU draws the line between allowing people in and keeping people out of our network.  Members indicated this would vary depending on the data.  Members provided several reasons why KSU needs to allow people on to network and at the same time restrict access to other information:

*  Land Grant Institutions’ mission is to provide Outreach to the people of Kansas;
*  Library has to provide access especially since they serve as a Federal Depository;
*  Online course data needs to be only available to enrolled students;
*  PeopleSoft access is limited to those with a need to know as well as limited to access to     every K-State employee to access their own information.

Townsend indicated that much of this information is password protected and the authentication piece that has been completed will allow KSU to make more distinction on who should have access to what types of information.  Coplen indicated that she was given but unable to do anything with an eID.  Auditors Foster and Coplen inquired about how policies get approved at KSU.  Rowlett explained the IT policy approval process.


b. Official Electronic Correspondence with Faculty, Staff, and Students 

Ross provided a report on the FSCOT discussion regarding Zschoche’s request to have specific language prohibiting faculty from e-mailing students’ grades.  Ross indicated faculty were spilt on this issue. Rowlett indicated that we would be vulnerable to a FERPA violation if grades were sent to students using unofficial e-mail accounts.  After discussion of this issue, Rowlett provided the following suggestion to replace the language in the “Course-Related Use of E-Mail” section of this policy:

E-mail shall be considered an appropriate mechanism for official communication by Kansas State University with faculty and students. Students are expected to comply with course requirements communicated to them by e-mail from their course instructors.

Faculty should not send confidential information (i.e. grades) to a student using other than an official K-State e-mail account (ex. aol.com, yahoo.com, flinthills.com).  Faculty may require students provide their official K-State e-mail address (ksu.edu) to receive a reply. Faculty should exercise caution about including confidential data, such as grades, in e-mail.  A recommended step is to provide generic replies only, directing students to University tools that require authentication such as K-State Online and Blackboard.

It was suggested that Rowlett include these changes and forward to Chair Haddock for electronic distribution to the committee.


c. Electronic Mail Policy – final revisions

Rowlett provided an update on the final revisions to this policy including the deletion of the paragraph regarding un-publishing students’ e-mail addresses.  It was decided that this was not the proper place for this information.  

After discussion of the revisions, a motion was made and seconded to approve the Electronic Mail Policy.  

Motion carried.


d. Revisions to CNS policies and procedures

Townsend provided that the CNS procedures on the Wireless Local Area Network Standards & Procedures and the Registering Internet domain names at Kansas State University have been updated with no new substantive changes.


e. Game-playing in the University Computing Labs and InfoCommons

Townsend provided that the Recreational Computing Policy has been updated to include the InfoCommons in Hale Library.  There was discussion about prohibiting recreational use of computers.  Goetsch indicated that the librarians will not be policing the use of computers in Hale but if the need arises, violators can be directed to this policy.  There was a recommendation that the sanction section be struck from the policy.

IV. Committee Updates


a. Web Issues  – none reported


b. Security – none reported


c. III – none reported


V. Other Business as needed:  None 


VI. Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 3:03 p.m.


