	
	A
	B
	C
	(R)

	Focus and Purpose (Essay has a clear purpose and explores one main claim?)

Development

(Enough support, detail elaboration, evidence, explanation?)

Organization

(arrangement coherent, easy to follow?  Does it fit the structure of the assignment?)

Tone and Style

(Appropriate to audience? Control, variety & complexity of prose?)

Editing and Proofreading

(Relatively free of distracting surface errors?)
	•Is there a consistent focus with an inventive approach or topic?

•Is there a clearly worded, specifically stated claim?

•Is the topic engaging and relevant to the most appropriate audience?

•Is the writer’s exigence/personal stake or credibility/ethos apparent from the beginning and consistently maintained throughout the essay?

•Is there a significan amount of details/evidence, inventively presented in the context of the topic?

•Are there a significant number of examples effectively supporting each claim and subclaim?

•Is the audience’s need (for understanding or persuasion) fulfilled by significant detail effectively or inventively presented?

•Is there significant explanation to link the detail and evident to the claim in an inventive effective manner?

•Does the organization guide the audience without drawing attention to itself?

•Does the organization prioritize main points over particular details?

•Does the paper display graceful (elegant, fluent) transitions throughout?

•Is the author’s tone/style distinct throughout the paper:

•Is the author’s tone/style original, engaged, and tailored to the audience?

•Does the essay show evidence of careful attention to presentation?
	•Is there one central focus?

•Is the claim readily apparent?

•Is the essay addressing an appropriate audience?

•Is the writer’s exigence/personal stake or credibility/ethos apparent and maintained within the essay?

•Is there a significant amount of details/evidence?

•Are there multiple specific examples for each claim and subclaim?

•Is the audience’s need (for understanding or persuasion) fulfilled by a significant amount of detail?

•Is there significant explanation to link the detail and evidence to the claim?

•Is the overall structure easy to follow?

•Does the organization within paragraphs generally prioritize main points over particular details?

•Are the transitions effective, relatively fluid and appropriate?

•Is the tone appropriate for specific or named audience?

•Does the writer have consistent control of the language flow (tone/style)?

•Is the essay relatively free of grammatical errors?
	•Is there one central focus (however broad)?

•Is the claim reasonably clear (even it implicit)?

•Does the topic merit the attention of an audience?

•Does the essay seem directed at a specific (though not necessarily “most appropriate”) audience?

•Is the writer’s exigence or credibility apparent?

•Is there an adequate amount of evidence?

•Are there some specific examples to support its claims?

•Is the audience’s need (for understanding or persuasion) fulfilled by adequate detail?

•Is there adequate explanation to link the detail and evidence to the claim?

•Is the organization occasionally hard to follow?

•Are there transitions of ideas within paragraphs?

•Are there transitions between paragraphs?

•Is the tone appropriate to the assignment? (i.e. is it inoffensive?)

•Does the writer demonstrate adequate control of prose?

•Are the grammatical and mechanical errors minor enough to sustain meaning
	•Does the paper lack a central focus?

•Is the claim unclear?

•Has the writer written primarily for himself/herself rather than an audience?

•Does the writer lack exigence or credibility?

•Is there a serious lack of evidence?

•Is there a serious lack of specific examples?

•Is there a serious lack of detail which an audience would need (for understanding or persuasion)?

•Is there a serious lack of explanation of how the details & evidence given support the claim?

•Is the organization difficult to follow?

•Does the organization fail to fit the structure of the assignment?

•Does the essay lack transitions of ideas within paragraphs?

•Does the essay lack transitions between paragraphs?

•Is the tone/style inappropriate for an audience?

•Does the writer lack control of the prose?

•Do the grammatical errors not only distract readers but actually impede understanding?


