Debate Essay (Paper #3)—Name_________________________

Basic Requirements:





Paper Format Requirements:

Grade sheet?






Correct heading?

Works Cited page? 





Last name and page number on each page in the correct place?

Rough drafts with workshop comments?



Double-spaced and typed in 12-pt. Times New Roman?

All notes and applicable workbook pages?



Long enough?

Assignment sheet?




File folder with name on tab?

Paper Evaluation:

	Evaluation Criteria
	Unacceptable
	Adequate/Average
	Above Average/Excellent

	The focus of the essay’s debate is clear (focus and purpose)
	
	
	

	Essay introduces the characters and sets the scene, explaining where and why these people have come together to talk about the topic; the intro. also forecasts the characters’ claims and reasons (focus and purpose; development)
	
	
	

	Essay is clearly organized and easy to follow; characters respond to each other rather than just take turns stating their reasons (organization)
	
	
	

	Essay’s debate is grounded in research (at least 3 cited sources) that informs the characters’ voices (it’s not just opinion) (focus and purpose; development)
	
	
	

	Rebuttals and reasons are fully developed:

• it is clear where each rebuttal ends and introduction of the  

   new reason begins

• each reason is supported with examples and explanations

• each reason is focused
	
	
	

	Essay is appropriately balanced, with neither side “winning” the debate (focus and purpose); essay concludes with some kind of summary of the points of view (focus and purpose; development)
	
	
	

	Tone and style are appropriate to the audience; essay displays control, variety, and complexity of prose; characters speak more formally than informally; no “throw-away” lines
	
	
	

	Essay is generally free of distracting surface errors (editing and proofreading)
	
	
	

	Essay incorporates proper MLA documentation (parenthetical and Works Cited) of sources
	
	
	

	Printouts and/or xeroxes of sources used beyond those from textbook are included with essay
	
	
	

	Essay is portfolio ready (must receive “adequate” for all 10 criterion)
	
	
	


