SWAP SESSION NEWSLETTER

None of us is as smart as all of us. ~Roy Disney

As defined in Charles Bonwell’s book, Active Learning, Creating
Excitement in the Classroom, active learning involves students doing things and
thinking about what they are doing. This includes reading, writing, discussion,
and problem solving. Active learning is not a spectator sport!

Dr. Ann Stalheim-Smith, University Teaching Scholar Chair, moderated the first
Swap Session. She began the session with the above definition and provided the
following five examples of active learning:

. Two to three times during lecture, provide students two minutes to consolidate
notes, catch up in note-taking, or talk to a neighbor about a point of confusion.

2. The Onc-Minute Paper: Ask students to answer the following questions in the
middle of or the end of the lecture. A) What is the most important thing you learned
today? B) What question remains uppermost in your mind? (or what was the
muddiest point of my lecture today?)

3. Ask students to turn to their neighbor and discuss a question relating to the lecture
topic.

4. Put students into “puzz groups” (groups of 3-4) to discuss a problem and arrive at a
solution. Then have them share their ideas with the whole class.

5. Usc problem-solving from case studies. (Vet. Med. uses this approach.)

Ideas about active learning were presented by the following panel members:

*Larry Scharmann, Secondary Education
*Larry Weaver, Physics
*Janice Swanson, Animal Sciences and Industry




Larry Scharmann provided a framework for active learning. In modeling
methods of teaching in his course, he works with three families of instructional
strategies:

1. information processing/ dissemination
2. inquiry
3. social/ personal

He starts his course with information processing/dissemination which involves a
lecture and question/answer combination, the lowest level of active learning.

As the semester progresses, so do the levels of active learning and the students’
engagement with him and with each other. '

Dr. Scharmann emphasizes the importance of

1) incorporating active learning into lecture from the beginning so that
students are used to participation;

2) using a variety of teaching methods; and

3) considering four important milieus in the instructional environment:
needs of the learner, needs of the instructor, subject matter, and social
interactions.
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Larry Weaver started his discussion of active learning by pointing out reasons
that students are engaged in learning. These reasons include:

. Interest in the topic

interest in the social implications of the topic

interest in which material will be covered on the test

in the case of science courses involving demonstrations, students are
engaged because of perceived danger to the instructor!
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Dr. Weaver uses a strategy called “Class Talk”. Using his computer at the front
of the room, he asks a question in the form of a problem for the students to solve
in 1-3 minutes. The students, working together in groups of three or four,
arrive at an answer to the problem and send the answer to him via a lap top
computer.

Dr. Weaver says he receives answers from a high percentage of students
(90-100%). He also mentioned that when he did this activity without the use of
computers that the level of response was lower. His real concern is if
the students are having a better experience in learning Physics.

Janice Swanson of Animal Sciences and Industry has as the primary goal
of her course to teach students how to think and make good assessments of
information. She has learned that it is difficult to lecture and teach students
about contemporary issues and found a better approach to be active learning.



Most of the learning is student-driven, and she pldys the role of facilitator
as the students work their way through “thought problems”.

The course she teaches consists of three main objectives/ activities:

1. Learning how to appreciate other viewpoints and how to work together.

2. Acquiring research skills through a library workshop. Here, students pick
issues and develop a briefing paper.

3. Teaming up with the University of Nebraska and experiencing the process of
trying a piece of legislation. This is followed up with a formal hearing and a
debriefing period. :

1. What experiences with active learning have you had feaching classes of
differing sizes?

Janice Swanson said it is more difficult to integrate active learning with a
larger group. She expanded the time of her Friday class and called it a lab.
During this time, the students participate in short case studies and a mini
congressional hearing.

Z. To what extent do you require students fo get together outside of class fo do
active learning activities?

Janice Swanson stated that she does provide class time, but they do a lot
outside as well. She said that students do a good job of coordinating their
schedules so that they are able to accomplish such tasks as library research,
networking, and lobbying as a group.

Larry Scharmann said it is important to have a component that occurs in
class so you can monitor the progress of the students. It is also important for
students to be responsible for work outside of class. A combination of both is
1deal.

Larry Weaver said that he encourages students to work together on
homework assignments.







