Graduate Student Applications
Compiled by A. Lorena Passarelli 
Parts of a graduate school application:

1. Form:  general info, GPA, GREs or other, list of references

2. Fee

3. Transcripts and standard admission test scores

4. Personal statement

5. Letters of reference

6. Others

Letters of reference:

1. Select a person who knows you and your strengths well; work on building relationships
2. Meet with the person and provide them with information as of why you want to go graduate school, why you have selected a specific program or school, and what are your strengths, what is your training

3. Provide them with your resume

4. May ask them if they can write a strong letter of recommendation

5. Weaknesses in your application: to mention or not to mention

6. Make sure they know the deadline and give them ample time to write the letter; may ask them to let you know once they have sent the letter, follow up with a reminder email if necessary; provide a form if one is needed
Personal statement:


Goal:  interesting, specific, informative, flawless

Tips:

1. Have an outline

2. Have a specific theme with a direction; do not ramble on and on; do not give your entire life history

3. Content, language, brevity, and structure are important

4. Support your statement with concrete examples, experiences (volunteer or professional)--this makes it different
5. Do not make big excuses for your grades or other; may clarify some points
6. Start with an interesting statement and not with “I grew up in…”; quote or anecdote?
7. Do not be chatty and have unheard of vocabulary words 

8. End with a strong concluding statement; the first and last paragraph may be the only ones read carefully

9. Give to others to read; professional editing
10. Proofread

11. Proofread

12. Proofread
Content:

1. History of career interests:  highlight skills, strengths, qualifications, experiences, relevant coursework, and aspirations/goals

2. Expand on entries noted in the application

3. Why did you select that career?

4. Why did you select that program?

5. Mention interest on faculty you are interested on working with and why

Evaluation:

1. Are you qualified?

2. Are you motivated to carry thorough and complete the degree?

3. Are you a good fit?
