
 

Meeting Dates 
All meetings start at 11:00 

December  
KSSU, 213 

10 

 

Officers: 
• President—Dr. Zelia Wiley, 

Asst. Dean/Director of Diver-
sity College of Agriculture, 
133 Waters Hall, 2-5793, 
zwh@ksu.edu  

• Chair Elect—Dr. Carla Jones, 
cjones@ksu.edu 

• Treasurer—Joe Atkins, 
Chemistry Graduate 
(Doctoral) Student, 2-5936, 
atkins@ksu.edu  

• Secretary—Michelle White-
Godinet, mwg@ksu.edu, 
Anderson Hall Affirmative 
Action Office. 

• Immediate Past President—
Dr. Be Stoney, Assoc. Profes-
sor, Secondary Education, 2-
3531, bstoney@ksu.edu 

 

December 2008 
Editor:  JohnElla Holmes 

johnella@ksu.edu 

Volume 4, Issue II 

Newsletter 

“RETAIN AND RECLAIM” 

DUES are $10.00 annually, 
and they may be sent to Joe  

Atkins!  Please join as we 
need your support! 

Dear Black Faculty Staff Alliance (BFSA) Family: 

 First and foremost, I would like to thank all of you for attending our last 
meeting where Dr. Esther Swilley, College of Business, presented her research.  We 
thank you Esther for sharing your time and research with us.  The presentation was 
very well received, and therefore I hope we will continue to have members willing to 
share their work with us. 
 With great sadness I pause for a moment to remember my dear brother and 
colleague Reggie McGowan (see story below).  We will greatly miss Reggie and that 
infectious laugh.  We will keep his legacy going strong here at K-State, and he will 
never be forgotten. 
 I hope you will all mark your calendars for our Holiday Social on Decem-
ber 17 from 4-6pm in the Kansas State Student Union, Cottonwood Room.  
There will be heavy hors d’oeuvres and refreshments.  At this event we would also like 
to recognize faculty and students. 
 Thank you all for your hard work in making this semester a successful one for 
Black Faculty Staff Alliance, and have a happy holiday season. 

Happy Holidays, 

Zelia Wiley 
Zelia Z. Wiley, Ph. D. 

BFSA Chair 2008-09 
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Black Faculty/Staff Alliance 

224 Anderson Hall 

Manhattan, KS 66506 

Next meeting January 11:00 a.m. 
If you would like to submit articles/events/announcements/faculty-
staff highlights for the newsletter please send them via e-mail to 
johnella@ksu.edu  or to 114 G Leasure Hall by the 23rd of each 
month. 

David Griffin ’94  
Assistant dean of education wants to be  
an agent for change at K-State 

With full-ride scholarships in basketball and football, David L. Griffin Sr. ’94 had every aspiration to become a 

pro basketball player after college. However, after receiving his undergraduate degree at Lane College in Jacksonville, Tenn., Griffin realized his 
niche was to teach, and that’s exactly what he is doing today at K-State. “I love teaching because I feel like I am making a contribution, along with 
others, to make this a better society,” Griffin said. “I love working with people and love working with students.” 
In his 17th year at K-State, Griffin is assistant dean for diversity in the College of Education and associate professor of secondary education. “My 
primary responsibility at K-State is to enhance diversity in our college. I’m involved in the recruitment of undergraduate and graduate students of 
color to K-State,” he said. “I help promote the hiring and retention of faculty, and I serve on the university’s commission on multicultural affairs.” 
As a professor, Griffin teaches the required education course, Teaching in a Multicultural Society. “The class is geared to help students understand 
the dynamics of diverseness of their students in the classroom as they deliver instruction,” he said. “Diversity is so broad. It’s not just black or 
white. You have to understand the cultural differences of individual students. If you don’t know what their culture is, it’s hard to truly teach them to 
the fullest.” Griffin strives to live his life by the words of Gandhi: “We must be the change we wish to see in the world.” “I try to be an example of 
what I teach,” he said. “I am extremely proud of the fact I am an example of what I teach others. I live what I teach.” 
Before coming to K-State, Griffin served as a high school and middle school principal for 14 years. He also served as director of secondary educa-
tion for four years in an urban school district. The College of Education’s dean, Michael Holen, recruited Griffin to K-State. Griffin received his 
doctorate at K-State in 1994. At K-State, Griffin has been given the opportunity to train teachers. In the past, he had always been involved in the 
hiring aspect. “I have had a wonderful opportunity to help mold and train teachers all over the state of Kansas,” he said. “I have loved it ever since I 
got here, and I’m still here.” 

— Kristin Boyd Kemerling ’00 (resource: Winter 2008 Alumni Newsletter) 

American Ethnic Studies to offer two new courses  

Spring 2009 

AMETH 560: Black Kansas Artist, Dr. Cheryl Ragar,  

T/T 1:05 p.m. 

The goal of this course is two-fold:  to cultivate understanding of im-
portant frameworks in the scholarship of Black American culture and 
to introduce the lives and works of Kansas artists who have signifi-
cantly impacted the development of America. 

 

AMETH 560: Gospel in the African American Culture, 
JohnElla Holmes and Dr. David Griffin, Sr. 

Jan. 20-March 11, M & W, 5:30—7:45 p.m., Leasure Hall 03 

Students will have an opportunity to explore the historical legacy of 
gospel music, its musicians and how it has created a sense of commu-
nity through language, performance practices, struggle and heritage.  

 

 

 

 

DOW Multicultural Library Coordinator Search 
K-State Libraries invites you to meet our candidates for Multicul-
tural Studies Librarian and Program Coordinator for the Dow 
Chemical Multicultural Resource Center. The job advertise-
ment/position description may be found at http://www.lib.k-
state.edu/jobs/MCLibrarian.html. Candidates will present on the 
topic:One of the challenges for this position is the interdiscipli-
nary nature of American Ethnic Studies, cultural studies, etc. 
How would you approach library instruction from an interdiscipli-
nary perspective?  
 
Following the presentation there will be a time for questions and 
an opportunity to meet the candidates informally. Please join us! 

Each Day: 11:00 a.m. 
Hale Library Hemisphere Room. 
 
Monday December 15 
Mr. Leo Lo 
Wednesday December 17 
Mr. Tiger Swan 
Friday December 19 
Mr. Sam Wood 

 
Laurel Littrell 
Chair, Search Committee 
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Student development vice president dies 

 

By Tyler Sharp 

A campus leader in student development died Thursday.  Reginland “Reggie” McGowan died Thursday at the University of Kansas 
Medical Center in Kansas City, Kan. He was 49.  
     
McGowan was the assistant vice president of educational and personal development programs. 
     
He is survived by his wife, Juanita McGowan, assistant dean of diversity for the College of Arts and Sciences and associate profes-
sor and director of American ethnic studies, as well as his parents.  

In his 27 years at K-State, McGowan served in a variety of roles. McGowan began his time as a research assistant in the animal sci-
ence department and later joined the Upward Bound program in 1984. He became its K-State director in 1988.  
     
According to its Web site, Upward Bound is a federally funded program designed to provide students with academic and personal 
support to assist them in preparing for college. 
     
The Feb. 21, 1991, issue of In View, a faculty newsletter, noted that Upward Bound had a 99.5-percent success rate at keeping 
“high risk” students in school.  
     
McGowan was awarded the 1993 Conoco Presidential Award for Distinguished Services to Minority Education. 

McGowan also served as director of the Educational Opportunity Programs, known as TRIO, and co-director of the First Tee Life 
Skills and Leadership Academy.  
     
He also had served as the K-State adviser for Alpha Phi Alpha, Phi Beta Sigma, and the Black Student Union.  
     
Candice Hironaka, associate director of the School of Leadership Studies, said McGowan was instrumental in bringing First Tee to 
Manhattan in 2000. 
     
David Griffin, associate professor of secondary education and assistant dean of diversity, said McGowan was a mentor to many, 
including him. 
     
“He was student-centered and an advocate of upward mobility,” Griffin said. “Helping people was not a job to him, it was a joy.” 
Griffin said McGowan will be greatly missed. 
     
Funeral services were held at 11 a.m. Thursday in Jackson, Miss., at the Anderson United Methodist Church. Mr. McGowan was 
laid to rest at his birthplace in Bay Springs, Mississippi.  Dr. David Griffin spoke on behalf of Kansas State University. 

A scholarship in Reggie McGowan’s 
name has been established by the 

KSU Foundation and office of Diver-
sity and Dual Careers.  All donations 
may be made to the DDCP office or 

the foundation. 
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