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On behalf of the directors, section leaders, and staff of the Kansas State Marching 

Band, I would like to welcome you and thank you for your interest in the Wildcat 

Drumline. The following material will provide you with information on important 

dates and audition info as well as audition material crucial to your success. To 

help prepare prospective members we have arranged this summer clinic to focus 

on the marching percussion section.  

July 9, 2011  *Prospective members and current members only 
 
Each of these clinics are designed to help: 

• develop percussion techniques that will maximize your output for the 
upcoming year  

• refine fundamental techniques that will assist in your everyday playing 
• perform on a variety of battery and/or melodic percussion for a well-

rounded percussion experience 
• network with students in the Midwest region in similar positions within 

their band program 
• obtain instant feedback 
• understand the role of a percussionist to assist with team building within 

your program 
 

Attending these clinics is a great first step in the audition process for the Wildcat 

Drumline. These clinics will address techniques that are fundamental to all areas 

of marching percussion as well as materials found throughout this handbook. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have. We 

are all very excited for the upcoming season and we look forward to your 

participation in the Kansas State Drumline.  

 

Sincerely, 
 
Greg Coffey 
Kansas State University Drumline Instructor 
gcoffey@k-state.edu 
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Snare Drum Book 
 
 
Developing Grip and Stroke 
 
Once the player feels comfortable with the grip and is able to execute a proper legato stroke, these 
skills can be reinforced using the exercises below. Start very slowly and emphasize the wrist turn 
striving for maximum rebound off the playing surface. It is most important to remember to stay 
relaxed while playing the following exercises. Should you find yourself tensing up, take the 
metronome back down and work on a slower tempo.  
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Accent Patterns 
For the proper execution of accent patterns the ability to stop the stick over the playing spot must 
be mastered. This modified stroke is called a down stroke. The stick is caught, primarily with the 
back fingers, with the bead just above the playing surface. The original tossing feel is the same 
and everything should remain relaxed. 
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After mastering the accent patterns in “Sixteenth Note Grid” and “Triplet Grid”, you are 
encouraged to insert flams and/or diddles in place of the accents.  Rank leaders are encouraged 

to create different combinations with the inclusion of different rudiments.  
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Tenor Book 
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Accent Patterns 
For the proper execution of accent patterns the ability to stop the stick over the playing spot must 
be mastered. This modified stroke is called a down stroke. The stick is caught, primarily with the 
back fingers, with the bead just above the playing surface. The original tossing feel is the same 
and everything should remain relaxed. 

 

 
 
 
 

After mastering the accent patterns in “Sixteenth Note Grid” and “Triplet Grid”, you are 
encouraged to insert flams and/or diddles in place of the accents.  Rank leaders are encouraged 

to create different combinations with the inclusion of different rudiments.  
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Bass Drum Book 
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After mastering the accent patterns in “Sixteenth Note Grid” and “Triplet Grid”, you are 

encouraged to insert flams and/or diddles in place of the accents.  Rank leaders are encouraged 
to create different combinations with the inclusion of different rudiments 
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Cymbal Book 
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