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PRrRoGRAM PREVIEW
HopPE I1s THE THING WITH FEATHERS:
A PERsSONAL CHRoONICLE oF ExTiINcT AMERICAN BIRDS
CHRISTOPHER COKINOS
7:30 PM, WEebD., NovEMBER 18
THrRockMoORTON 1014, KSU Campus

Using dides, seldom-heard audio recordingsand ararearchival film, Christopher Cokinoswill
discussthehistories—natural and unnatural—of six extinct North Americanbirds: theCarolina
Parakest, thel vory-billed Woodpecker, theHeath Hen, thePassenger Pigeon, theL abrador Duck
andthe Great Auk. DoestheIvory-hill still hold on? Why doesK ansas have aspecial placein
the history of the Carolina Parakeet?
Wheat did Colonid Bogtonservantsthink
of theHeathHen? Reading selections
fromhismanuscript about thesebirds,
Christopher asowill havesomethingto
say about how we can redefine the
word“hope” inthesechalengingtimes.
Christopher Cokinos sbook, Hopeis
f theThingwith Feathers, will appear
from Tarcher-Putnam, an imprint of
Penguin-Putnam, intheyear 2000—the centennial year of theshooting of thelast knownwild
Passenger Pigeon.
Beforeeach programweinviteour speakersto join usfor aninformal dinner and discussion.
Feel freetojoin usthismonth at the Mt. Everest Restaurant, inthe DaysInn on Tuttle Creek
Blvd. at 5:45 PM. The program will commence at 7:30 PM on Wednesday, Nov. 18.
Refreshmentsareserved after themeeting, pleasebring your own cup. All meetingsareopen
to the public. Field Trips
Sat., Nov. 14 — Beginning Birdwatching
Walk — JoinusthisSaturday andevery second
Saturday at 8AM intheAckert/Durland parking
lot onthe KSU campus. Wewill carpool to a
local birding hotspot, and should return by
about 11 AM. Birdersof every ageandinterest
level are welcomed; children are especially
encouraged to attend. Call Patricia Y eager
(776-9593) for moreinformation.
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IRRADIATION FOR FOOD SAFETY

Theuseofirrajiationonfoodhascajsedcomroversy,
but studies of its

effectivenessand

safety convincedtheFood |
and Drug Administration
(FDA) to approve the
process for produce,
poultry,andredmest. The
US Department of
Agriculture soon will
publish regulations for
irradiatingredmegt. Some
of thestudiesshowingthat
irradiation effectively
eliminates bacteriawere
doneby meat scientistsat
Kansas State University (KSU). Foodborne pathogenic
bacteriahavebecomemajor healthhazards. Recordsfrom
theCentersfor DiseaseControl indicatethat theykill at least
9,000 peopleand causeillnessinabout 80 millionmoreper
year intheUS. Irradiationalso cankill insectsonimported
produceand extend shelf life.

Thesebenefitshavenot convinced critics, who think that
irradiationisdangerousand should beused asalast resort.
They want themeat industry to rely on other methodsto
eliminatecontaminationat thefarm, indaughterhouses, and
inprocessing plants. Infact, control of contaminationat al
these stages has been implemented, including steam
pasteurization, whichhasbeendeveloped mainly through
research at KSU. However, completely eliminating all
bacteriaprobablyisimpossibleat most stages, andthey can
bereintroduced later.

Irradiationisoneadditiona stepto helpensuresafefood
for consumers and is gaining their acceptance. A 1998
survey showedthat 80 percent of USconsumersarewilling
tobuyirradiatedfood, ifitislabeled and control of bacteria
ismentioned. Another study at KSU showedthat providing
information about the process increased consumers
willingnessto buyirradiated meat.

The discussion about irradiation has included several
pointsthat arenot trueor havebeenexaggerated.
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1. Irradiated foods are radioactive. The cobalt
irradiation used passes through products and leaves no
radioactivity.

2. Irradiation destroysvitamins. Thisusually does
not occur at thedosesusedto stop spoilageor kill insects
onproduce. I rradiation canreducethethiaminecontent of
pork, but thismeat isaminor source of thiaminein most
diets.

3. Irradiation createstoxic by-products. The FDA
hasevauated manytoxicity studiesand concludedthat this
isnot true.

4. Producersand processorswill be careless, because
they will assume that irradiation can clean up any
mistakes. Thefood industry knowsthat irradiation, like
other methods, cannot kill all harmful bacteria. Itispart of
anextensveprogramto reducecontaminationor fillsagap
incontrol measures.

5. The country will be full of irradiation facilitiesand
radioactivewaste. Estimatesindicatethat Sxto 12facilities
could handleall thebeef consumedintheUS, andjust afew
more would be needed for pork, lamb, poultry, and
produce. Only small quantitiesof cobalt areusedineach
facility, anditsradioactivity canberecharged severd times
beforeit must bediscarded. Althoughany nuclear wasteis
hazardous, cobalt does not dissolve in water, and its
radioactivity disspatesfairlyfast.

Evidence so far indicates that the benefits of irradiation
outweightherisks. However, long-termstudiesarelacking of
the effects(if any) of irradiated food on humans. Irradiated
producehasbeenonthemarket for severa years. Somestores
havenoticed anincreased demandfor it, becauseconsumers
appreciate the improved quality and shelf life. The meat
industry isproceeding morecautioudy andwatching consumer
reactionsbeforeinvestinginthisexpensivetechnology.

Sources: Eating Well, Oct. 1998 and KSU reports.
—Eileen Schofield Barkley




CoNTRIBUTIONS FROM OUR READERS

SANCTUARY DEDICATION

T he Michel-Ross Audubon Preserve, the Northern
Hint HillsAudubon Society’ snatural areaon Stagg
Hill, will beformally dedicated at 1: 30 PM Sunday,
November 8. A sgnhonoringthedonorsof thistwenty acre
parcel will beunveiled. Local dignitarieshavebeeninvited,
and Audubon members as well as the general public are
cordiallyinvitedto participateinthispublicrecognitionof our
gratitudetothegenerousdonorsof thisnew preserve.

Parkingisavailableat theElksL odge, 2605 Stagg Hill Road.
Theceremonywill takeplaceacrosstheroad andjust uphill.

Tohelpmakethearealook itsbest onthisday, acleanupis
scheduledfor 9:30 amthesameday. Bring atrash bagand
gloves, andmeet at the ElksL odgeparkinglot. We' Il pick up
litter and removerubblewhichhasbeen dumped near theold
WPA damsite. If youhaveapickuptruck, youareencouraged
to bring it. Afterwards, we'll engage in a brainstorming
sessiontofindwaysto raisefundsfor theongoing upkeep of
thearea. Please shareinthisimportant effort to preservea
littlebit of wildnessinManhattan, Kansas.

— Paul Weildhaas

THE Sky BEYOND

hreemeteors, onlythree.
That’ swhat streaked acrossthesky whenl watched

expectantly for apossiblemeteor stormlast month.

It didn’t happen. At least not for me. Hoogy and Carol
Hoogheem saw about a baker’s dozen of meteors—not
quiteastorm, but far better than| did. | guessit paysto stay
out later than| could. | got sleepy.

Whiledisappointedinthelack of meteors, | wasconsoled
by thecallsof Killdeer and Barred Owls—and the howlsof
coyotes—as| peered through my telescope at nebulaein
Sagittarius. More onthewonders of Sagittariusin afew
months.

Thismonthisamuchbetter bet for meteors—theL eonids.
Oh, you' ll seethem, unlessit’ scloudy. Theonly questionfor
thenext two yearsishow many.

Catch them between about 1 am. and dawn on the
morningsof November 17 and November 18. If you can,
you might want to camp out thenight of the 16thand set an
alarmtowakeyouat 12:30a.m. November 17. Then, camp
out againthenight of the 17thand set that alarm—again!—
towakeyou at 12:30a.m. onthe 18th.

WhileAsaisfavored asthelocationbest suitedfor viewing
apossible meteor storm, it can happen anywhere. So be
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ready. Conditionsareright thisyear andnext. Accordingto
Joe Rao, writing in Sky & Telescope, Earthispositioned
wherethemeteor streamis* behindthecomet and outsideits
orbit.” Whichcomet? Comet Tempel-Tuttle, withwhichthe
Leonidsareassociated. Twogreat ssormyears—1833and
1966—took place under similar orbital circumstances.
Accountsof the1833 meteor ssormcomparedthestreaking
lightsintheskytoablizzard.

Fireballsareapossihility too.

If youtook your binocularsto thebright “star” | told you
about last month—the onenow highinthe southern sky—
youknow it’ sJupiter. Far totheleft of Jupiter isthegolden
disk of Saturn. If you haveaspotting scopetry looking at
both of them. Canyou see Saturn’ srings? Canyou spy red
bandsonJupiter?

Don't be fooled by a bright star beneath Jupiter in the
southernsky. (Planetstendnottotwinkle.) Thestariscaled
Fomalhaut—which derives from the Arabic for “Fish’'s
Mouth,” according to Richard Hinckley Allenin hisbook
Star Names Their LoreandMeaning. Thenameisappropriate
since Fomalhaut—the lone bright star of the dim autumn
south—shinesinthefaint constellation PiscisAustrinus—
" TheSouthernFsh.”

Y ou can still swiminthelast of the summer Milky Way,
whichissettinginthewest. Therearemorestarstherethan
you canimagine. Scanabovethesouthwesternandwestern
horizonat 7 or 8p.m. Doseeany“clusters’ of stars? (Y ou
canlook at star chartsin Sky & Telescopeand Astronomy
magazinesto helplocateand identify them.) Y oumay see
severa, until the summer Milky Way spills beneath the
horizon.

What might spill throughout the sky ontwo morningsin
November 1998? History in the form of hundreds of
meteors?Perhaps.

— Chris Cokinos

CBC VoLUNTEERS NEEDED

T he50th Annual Manhattan ChrissmasBird Censusis
coming upon Saturday, Dec. 19, 1998. If youdon’'t
fed likecountingbirdsinthecold, wecangtill useyour
help. CarlaBishopisrecruiting volunteerswho could help
withthechili dinnerwhichaso servesasthecount compilation
event that evening. | f thereareany cookswho want to share
their talent withtiredand hungry bird counters, contact Carla
Bishopat 532-1859 or 539-5129to signup. | guaranteeyou
that your effortswill behighly appreciated!




WHAT's AT STAKE

hank Y ou: Too oftenwefail to notethehardwork of

our volunteers. Sol’ dliketotakeamoment tothank

my Conservation Committee Co-Chair, Janet
Throne, who has worked diligently over the past severd
monthsontheColbert Hillsgolf courseissueand other loca
concerns. Janetisamember of theEnvironment Subcommittee
of theCounty Road and BridgesCommittee, aKonzaPrairie
docent, andadevoted attendeeof local government meetings.
Shehasspokeneoquently onbehalf of theAuduboncause:
to protect birdsand their habitats. Recently she provided
informationto local officialsonhow cell-phonetowersare
implicatedinbirdkills. Janet, we regladyouand Jmarrived
inManhattan! Thank you.

Morenotesof appreciationwill appear infuturecolumns.

But: Wecan'tdoit alone. Whilel concentrateonstateand
federal issues (and somelocal matters), and Janet works
hard on areaconcerns, we keep wondering...aren't there
someAudubonersout therewho could spareoneevening or
afternoonamonth? All weneed areacoupleof folkswilling
to help out by attending city or county meetings of the
commissionsor theplanningboards. Y OU WOULD NOT
HAVETOSPEAKINPUBLICIFYOUDIDN' TWANT
TO! Simply beingthereand reportingto thechapter board
wouldbevery helpful. Call Janet or meif youcandothis“for
thebirds.” Growthissuesaregettingvery hot right now—we
needyou.

GoodNews: Bill Penny haswithdrawnhis* pregpplication”
to dredge sand fromthe Kaw River near Frank’ slsland—
where this year endangered Least Terns set up a very
successful nest. Thewordisthat Mr. Penny wantsto move
off theriver and beginusing opensand pit mining—sitesthat
later canbereclaimedfor wildlife. Thefight over dredgingin
theriver has never been about setting economic interests
againgt environmenta interests. Leavingsectionsof theriver
alone—for terns, for fish, evenfor canoeists—doesnot have
to harm the economy. |n fact, nature-based recreation
annually pumpshillions(that’ sright, billions) intothenational
€conomy.

Our chapter wrote aletter in support of aRiley County
applicationfor afederal grant that would helpfund acanoe
launch at the newly dedicated Fairmont Park; if you want
more accurateinformation about the canoe launchthana
recent letter-writer totheMercury provided, pleaselet me
know or call Monty Wedel withRiley County.
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MoreGoodNews: Brazil hasreneweditsbanonlogging
mahogany intheAmazonrainforest. TheU.S. ill needsto
ban all imports of mahogany and other old-growth wood
products, accordingtotheRainforest ActionNetwork. We
remainthesinglebiggestimporter of mahogany. Sodon't buy
any! Spreadtheword: don’t buy any! AndwritetheWhite
House and our Senators to ask them to back a ban on
mahogany importation.

— Chris Cokinos

GREAT PLAINS NATURE PHOTOGRAPHERS

he third meeting of the Great Plains Nature
Photographerswill beheld on Saturday, November

21, inEmporiaK S. Renowned naturephotographer
Boyd Nortonwill bethefeatured speaker; hehaspublished
13books, and hisphoto essayshaveappearedinmagazines
such as Nationa Geographic, Audubon, Smithsonian
Magazine, and Time. Hewill haveatoughact tofollow after
GeorgeL epp’ spresentationsat thelast meetinginWichita,
but hepromisesto educateaswell asentertainthemembers
of thisgroup.

There will also be a print competition, and two dlide
competitions(onefor Floraand onefor Fauna), so dig out
your best photos and get them ready for these events.
Regisgtrationand other informationcanbeobtained from:

Larry Rosenkoetter
204 W. Columbus
Lindsborg KS 67456
phone 785-227-3294
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November Birding In Kansas

*"Wyoming tips down as you head northeast; the highest
ground — the Laramie Plains — is on the Colorado border.
Up where | live, the Big Horn River leaks into difficult,
arid terrain. In the basin where it’s dammed, sandhill
cranes gather and, with delicate legwork, slice through
the stilled water. | was driving by with a rancher one
morning when he commented that cranes are “old
fashioned.” When | asked why, he said, “Because they
mate for life.” Then he looked at me with a twinkle in
his eye, as if to say he really did believe in such things
but also understood why we break our ownrules.” — The
Solace of Open Spaces, Gretel Ehrlich, Penguin Books,
1985

Id fashioned. Indeed, that isagood description of

dhill cranes. Not just becauseof their legendary

fidelity to their mates, but because they are also

among the oldest species of bird on the planet. And

because they still provide amigration spectacle that rivals

the old days of passenger pigeons, Eskimo curlews, and

other long-lost tribes of Aves. Old fashioned. Perfect
adjective.

e

Thesandhill cranesaremovingacrossKansasthismonth, on
their way fromremotearctic marshesto thereddish plainsof
theLlano Estacado of west Texasand easternNew Mexico.
Hopefully they will find somewater intheplayalakesthere,
eventhoughthishasbeenoneof thedriest summersonrecord
inwest Texas. Somewill stopinKansasontheway, andyou
can see them and appreciate them at the central Kansas
refugesof Quiviraand CheyenneBottoms. Y oucanappreciate
their migratory abilitiesevenmorewhenyouundersandwhere
someof thesebirdshavebeen. Fivesandhill craneswerefitted
withradio transmitterswhenthey were captured along the
Platte River by federal wildlife workerslast March. These
transmitters have a battery life of 1.25 years, and their
signals are received by orbiting satellites, enabling
researchersto pinpoint the location of the craneswithin a
radius of a kilometer or so. Tracking the birds after they
left the Platte in April, the researchers were pleased and
surprised that two of their cranes traveled to eastern
Siberia. Over the International Date Line, a few degrees
south of the Arctic Circle, these birds hopefully raised a
chick or two and are now bringing those youngsters back,
across Alaska, across Canada, across the Dakotas and
Nebraskaand Kansasand Oklahomato theL lano Estacado
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of west Texas.

Oldfashioned birdsfitted with newfangled technology,
they arerevisngour book of knowledgeabout their soecies.
Y ou canlook for transmittersonthelegsof thecranesare
Quivirathismonth, but if youdon't findthoseneedlesinthat
haystack, you cantrack the position of thesebirds at the
NorthernPrairieWildlifeResearch Center website (http://
WWW.Npwrc.usgs.gov/pernm/cranemov/cranemov.htm),
whichislinked fromtheonlineversionof thisnewdetter.
Someof youmay recall that the Kansas Audubon Council
and the Audubon chaptersin Kansaslost adisappointing
battlein1993whentheKansasDept. of Wildlifeand Parks
initiated acranehunting seasoninK ansas. But thebirdsmay
havewoninthelong run, becauseour argumentsabout the
researchobjectivesfor thispopulationresultedinrevisonof
those objectives, and ahefty increaseinresearchinterest
andfundingfor studiessuchasthis. Stay tuned next spring
toseeif themarked birdssurvivethewinter andthehunting
seasonsto go back to the Platte, and then perhapsback to
Siberia

Other birds, perhaps even more old fashioned than the
cranes, move across the state in November. You may
not think that loons are a bird you can see in Kansas (at
least not in months where the legidature is not in
session), but three or four species of loonswill probably
be found somewhere in the state this month. Common
loons are just about a certainty on deeper bodies of
water, and my kids and | have found one or two at
Pottawatomie State Fishing Lake #2 on most of our
Thanksgiving outingsinthepast few years. Red-throated,
Pacific, and yellow-billed loons are remotely possible
aswell, so take your field guides, your telescopes, and
awarm drink out to your local lake this month and see
how many loonsyou spot. Thiscan befrustrating, since
loons tend to spend a lot more time underwater than
abovewater, but it isworth the effort when one of these
surreal birdssurfacesafew yardsaway, or takesoff with
what Bent calls “perfectly steady and rapid wingbeats,”
knifing through the air with an aerial grace that seems
impossible for such a heavy-bodied beast.

So break a rule or two and take an old fashioned
perambulationwithyour binocularsthismonth. Get aglimpse
of why many Kansashirdwatchersthink that November is
oneof thebest birdingmonthsinthestate.

— Dave Rintoul




TREE oF THE MONTH — BLackJack Oak

lackjack oak (Quercusmarilandica) isalso called
the barren oak. Thistreeis adapted to conserve

moisture and to eliminate competition for that
moisture. Most of the blackjack oaks have stiff, lower
branches that curve towards the ground, forming a skirt
aroundthetree. Thisleafy skirt shadesthegroundbeneath
thetree, and asaresult, theground directly underneaththe
branchesisrather barren.

Asatreegrowslarger, itsupper branchesshadeout the
lower branches. Thesedead branches* self-prune” inmost
typesof trees. Thebarrenoak isanexceptiontothis. The
dead branchesstay strongfor decades. Thesebranchesform
abarricadethat, in some instances, I’ ve been
unableto squeezethrough, ... and |’ veeither
given up or returned with asaw. Inother
words, atreehugger hasto bepersistentif he
wantsto hug ablackjack oak, and perhaps
it’ sadvantageousto haveasplit personality,
andto carry asmoke-belching chainsaw.

This tree is distinguished by its
stubbornness. Itsbranchesarestubborn, andits
leaves are stubborn. The leaves are wedge-
shaped, andthey areleatheryintextureandthickness.
Theseleavespersist, andlong after they’ veturned a
dull brown, they continueto clingtotheir twig, andthey
shadethesoil beneaththem, eveninthedepth of winter.
Thisshademight tend to prevent thesoil fromdrying out,
especialyduringamildwinter.

Perhaps such an effect might be very dight. A very
small advantageis sometimeswhat makesthe difference.
Next timeyou seearavinedroppingdownadope, fromnorth
to south, noticewhether thetreesaredramatically taller on
onesideoftheravine. Almost invariably, thetallest treesare
onthewest sdeof theravine, becausethehot, afternoonsun
burnslessmoisturefromthat sdeof theravine.

Well thisredlyisn't what | wantedto writeabout. What
meansthemost to meabout thisoak isthat it canbeused as
anatureblind after amodest amount of ‘improvement’ with
storebought tools. Thefirst jobistoremovealimbortwo
inthebarricadearoundthebaseof thetree. Thiscanbedone
most easily withasaw that foldsup andfitsinyour pocket.
Don'tlet yourself enjoy thisexcessively, evenif your sawis
new. Leavethebranchesthat aren’'t intheway, andleave
somestubsthat you canusewhenyou climbthetree.

If thetreedividesintotwotrunks, truncatethesmall one
about twenty feet abovetheground. Y oumay needalong
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saw, sogo aheadandbuy one. Y oumight want to usealevel
foraguidewhenyou’ remarkingthecut. Followthroughwith
that last cut, makingthesurfacelevel. Nail 2x4sbetweenthe
truncatedtrunk andthenearby, full szedtrunk. Instal aplank
ontopofthelevel cut, drivingthenailsthroughtheboardinto
the2x4s, andthentrimming theedgesof theboardflushwith
the2x4s. Well, that’ senoughhomeimprovement.

Sit onyour new seat onthetrunk, and lean backwards
until your shoulderstouchtheother trunk. Fed thebark that
isbrokeninto roughblocksthat you canfeel throughyour
shirt. Thetreeswaysasthewind blows, pulling at thenails,
and squeaking softly. Thesquirrelshavestopped chattering,
and eachdlight rustleseemslouder, and meaningful.

A doe stepsin the leavesfrom the northern red oaks
at thebottomof theravine. Shenudgesaway leaveswith
her nose, finding acorns. Theseacornstastebitter, but
they’ resmaller thanthoseof thebur oak, andtheyfitin
her mouth. Thelight beginsto fade; canshestill find
more acorns? A dark shape movesin astrange
fashion, weaving back and forth, and the doeis
darmed. Shelegpsandboundsaway, disappearing
at onceintwilight shadow.

The dark shape is araccoon. He's
frightened by thecommotionthat he himself
caused, and helegpsand gathershimsdlfinlike
ahunchback, and leaps again. He climbsa
nearby oak. Thelast rays of light backlight
him, outlining hisbristlinghair. Heclingstothe
smoothbark of thenorthernred oak. He' sintensely alive...
so very muchalive. Theleavesof theblackjack oak rustle
Softly.

Now begin the descent from the oak, clinging to the
ancient, black stubsthat are somewhat weakened by age.
Everythingismysteriouswhentwilight fades, andeachnerve
inyour body becomescompletely dive. Asyou searchfor the
stub with your right foot, the doe snorts, expelling breath
throughher nosewithanexhaation. Y ouclingtothestubs
withyour hands, asif frozenbythesound. Youarealive, ...
althoughawkwardly alive. Y oufinaly unlock your fingers.
Asyou break asmall twig, the doe boundsaway, and you
listento thebeating of your ownheart.

Astimegoesby, you' | add expensivefixturesto your
treehousesuchassomeplacetorest your feet. Eventually
youwill becomecomfortable. Beforeyousawwoodinyour
deep, attachasafety harnessthat goesaround your waist and
aroundthetreetrunk. Ifyoufal off your perch, atleast you'll
wakeup danglingintheharness, andthat’ sanimprovement




over beingdead. Listentothesoundsaroundyou, ... perhaps
thesinging of thenuthatchasshewaksdowntowardyou, ...
closer andcloser, peeringthisway andthat. Y es, that barren
oak ... ithasaninappropriatename. Intherightlight ... the
sarlight, it hasacertainstateliness. Likemost thingsthat are
only superficially unattractive, it’ sbeautiful.

—ThomasD. Morgan
A RESTORATION JOURNAL

guy | know makes bows like the Indians did.
Carved out of OsageOrange, laminatedfor strength
on the bowed-out side with pounded strands of
driedsinew layered onwithhideglue. When| takeoneinmy
hands, unstrung, it feels like a staff, simple, strong, not
necessarily straight, afew gnarlsandwavers. Strung andtaut
and sighted along itslengthinto the blueness of the sky, it
becomesanother being. Any unevenesshasbeentensed out.
Thebow fromeach end into the center arcssmoothly like
strongribbones, symmetrical, vibrant, relaxed and tenseat
once, settledinto anequanimity of itsown, but waiting also,
for somethingmorethanitself.

Tome, being part of thisrestoration project for thenature
area of the Northeast Community park isin one sense a
challengeof designand raw materialsandinanother sense,
similar tothebow, | feel drawnand set to ausefulness. This
project isimportant tome, aswell astheprairie’ sre-creation
andthewildlifeto come, for what | need.

A few yearsago Jamieand Kirk and | weregoing downto
Matfield Green onweekendsto do volunteer work for the
LandInstitute’ ssustainablecommunity project. Wewould
meet withother helpersandinternsandwork, cook, edt, hike
andtalk and philosophizeinto thenight. Wewould get upthe
next morning, sitinthesunand drink leadplant tea, and after
awhileget somemorework done. | remember lyingat night
onthewoodfloor of thedark, quiet | nstitute house, before
deep, withasmileonmy face, feeling satisfied, happy. | use
thisplaceasaguidepostinmylife, about directionsl’ mtrying
togoandtheexperiencel needinmylife. Idedlizationaside,
alot of what | need was happening therefor amoment in
timework toward somecommongoodgoal, peoplecoming
together to do the work, sharing stories, sharing difficult
tasks, melearning my placeintheworld. The*real work” as
Gary Snyder has talked about. And why do | keep this
experience as a guide? Because it’ s such a small, barely
visible part of my life. Lately, it scemslikel spend my life
rushing, diding, tryingto get agrip, isolated and uninspired.
Likemy friend Atanas grandmother says, “ Y our eyesare
open but your heart isaseep.” So, my involvement inthis
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park project isgetting that guidepost insight again, it’ sthe
onlydirectionthat | knowtogo. | feel somepassionthere, it
feelsright. Insomeway therestorationof soil andthesoul are
connected.

The land for the Northeast Community park has been
purchased.

The concept of a nature area within the park has been
approved by thecity commissionbut thereisno money from
thecityinthepark budget to do anything. Sowefiguredwe
couldget thepeopleand money together anddoit ourselves.
Wehavegrantsand generousgiftscomingin. Wal-Mart just
sent usacheck for 7200 dollarsto help get the arboretum
started. Thank you Susan Rush, the Green Team |eader at
Wal-Mart, wholedthat effort. Thefolksthat | mentionedin
thelast articlearegatheringinformationtotaketothepark
board asapresentation to get permissionto actually start
work onthenaturepark, soit’ sall looking very positivefor
goodthingsto happen.

We are looking for a couple of people to take on an

environmental education site acquisition project- alot of
work. Call Leann (494-2556) or Wayne (776-6253).

—Wayne Corn
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Audubon magazine, in addition to the PrairiE FALcoN. New member-
ship applications may be sent to NFHAS at the address below; make
checks payable to the National Audubon Society. Renewals of mem-
bership are handled by the National Audubon Society and should not
be sentto NFHAS. Questions about membership can be answered by
calling a toll-free number, 1-800-274-4201, or by electronic mail to
Betsy Hax at the National Audubon Society (bhax@audubon.org).

Nonmembers may subscribe to the PraRiE FALcon newsletter for
$10 per year. Make checks payable to the Northern Flint Hills
Audubon Society, and mail to: Treasurer, NFHAS, P.O. Box 1932,
Manhattan KS 66505-1932.

RARE BIRD ALERT HOTLINES

Kansas (statewide): 316-229-2777
Kansas City Area (incl. W. MO): 785-342-2473
Nebraska (statewide): 402-292-5325

NFHAS Officers and Board Members
1998-9

President: Hoogy Hoogheem* (539-7080)
Vice-president: Dave Rintoul* (537-0781)
Secretary : Dolly Gudder (537-4102)
Treasurer: Jan Garton (539-3004)

Committee Chairs

Conservation co-chairs: Janet Throne (776-7624)
Chris Cokinos* (537-4143)

Education: Sue Dwyer (539-8142)
Program: Alice Blecha (539-6643)
Fieldtrips: Patricia Yeager (776-9593)
Membership: Steve Amy (456-7053)
Finance: Carla Bishop (539-5129)

Public Outreach: Dolly Gudder (537-4102)

At-large Board Members

Jan Allen, Phoebe Samelson, Beth Tatarko, John Tatarko,
Gerald Weins

(* - Kansas Audubon Council representatives)

Addresses and Phone numbers of Your Elected Representatives - Write @)

Governor Bill Graves: 2nd Floor, State Capitol Bldg., Topeka KS 66612
(during session only) = Senate: 913-296-7300, House: 913-296-7500
House of Representatives, Washington DC 20515

US Capitol Switchboard : 202-224-3121

orcall @ anytime
Kansas Senator or Representative _________________: State Capitol Bldg, Topeka KS 66612, Phone numbers
Senator Roberts or Brownback: US Senate, Washington DC 20510 Representative : US

President Bill Clinton, The White House, Washington DC 20500

Information about progress of a particular piece of legislation can be obtained by calling the following numbers: In Topeka - 800-432-3924; in Washington - 202-225-1772;
Audubon Action Line - 800-659-2622, or get the latest on the WWW at http://www.audubon.org/campaign/aa/

The Prairie Falcon - 8




