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After last month’s bison ranch tour, what better way to wrap up the 2004-
2005 program year than a presentation on the Kansas Agritourism
Initiative and Kansas Agritourism Promotion Act. Ms. Dunbar will share
photos of Kansas agritourism operators and discuss what the next steps
and trends are for agricultural-related travel and tourism in Kansas.

Janna Dunbar grew up on a diversified farm near Richmond,
Kansas. She graduated from Kansas State University with a degree in
Animal Science & Industry. She previously worked for Cargill - Animal
Nutrition before accepting her position with the Kansas Department of
Commerce in August 2001. Janna is currently the Agritourism Program
Manager for the Kansas Department of Commerce. She also works as the
Foods & Feeds Program Manager in Value-Added Agriculture for the
department.

Before each program, we invite our speakers to join us for an informal dinner and

discussion. Feel free to join us this month at Happy Valley Chinese Restaurant, at
Laramie St. Plaza in Aggieville at 5:45 p.m.. The program begins at 7:30 p.m.
Al meetings are open to the public, so bring a friend.

Summer Birding

Our beginning birding activities this summer are in conjunction with Adventure
Outback. Richard Pitts runs this camp and on June 11th, June 25th, July 9th,
and July 23rd, Patricia Yeager and/or Judy Roe (and anyone else who is
interested) will introduce these children to birding. Call Patricia (776-9593 or
e-mail pyky@flinthills.com) and help with this great educational opportunity.
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Michigan Tech News

www.admin.mtu.edu/urel/news/media_relations/388

“House cats are probably the number one cause of human-related bird mortality,” says Associate
Professor David Flaspohler (SFRES). “Between several hundred million to a billion birds die in the
continental US. every year because of house cats, and that’s completely controllable if the cats are kept
indoors. “There are between 60 and 90 million cats in the U.S., and somewhere around half of all cat owners
let their cats outside.” Compared to other sources of bird mortality, such as window collisions, road kills and
habitat destruction, death by house cat is both the largest and most preventable negative impact of humans
on birds in the U.S.

But if your cat must be outside, you can reduce the number of bird kills by confining it during nesting
season, when birds are building nests, laymg cggs and taking care of their young, by simply keeping your cat
in durmg the key reproductive penod of June. Keeping your cat indoors is really a win-win for the cat and its
feathered prey.

Besides keeping your cat safely behind closed doors, you can support the local avian population by
making your yard more bird-friendly. Add some structural diversity, like shrubs and fruiting trees, Flaspohler
says. “Unlike a golf course-style lawn, they provide cover and may reduce birds’ chances of getting caught by
cats or other predators, such as hawks.
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WOODPECKERS & WARBLERS OF CACHE RIVER £

My sweetie and I were listening to a gentle refrain of
“sweet, sweet, sweet, ...”” of a prothonotary warbler
in Cache River State Natural Area in Illinois this May
3" as we strolled along a boardwalk over Heron
Pond. This bald cypress swamp was enlivened by a
pair of yellow birds flitting between perches in the
open shrubbery fifteen or twenty yards away. I
focused my binoculars on the glorious, golden hues
of a male, prothonotary warbler. The details of its
feathers felt like my personal raiment. He flew behind
a branch, depriving me of my golden orange hues.
Then he flew toward me. When he perched one man’s
length away, I could no longer focus on him with my
paltry, artificial optical device. It was a religious
moment. We peered at each other. Was I the first
human he had examined? It seems unlikely. But he
was the first of his species I had seen. Was he
thinking of driving me off? Probably not. After all, I
could hardly squeeze myself into his nesting cavity in
the hollow branch of a tree. His curiosity ... a
motivation which people share with many life forms
... may have been satisfied, and he flew on.

The prothonotary warbler is a miraculous
being which was named for a Catholic official who
wears a golden hood. My wife, MJ, is a Catholic and
has told me how much she treasures natural beauty
on Ascension Thursday, which falls this year on May
5% (the day she is scheduled to defend her
dissertation for a doctorate degree in history). Now
on May 3", T have no doubts about the success of her

fom morgan

scholastic endeavor and no need to wait for that day
to experience Ascension. For at this moment, I am in
a cathedral.

As we walk another boardwalk into a swamp,
we see buttressed water tupelo (Nyssa aquatica) rising
from the inky blackness of the water with a newly
emerged canopy of round, lemon yellow leaves. 1
focus on the profusely blooming twigs with my
binoculars and remember that bees make honey from
these yellowish blossoms. Although I have written
about tupelo honey in a previous column, I have
never seen the nectar gathered from any species in
this genus, and now I recognize the unmistakable
silhouette of a honey bee sipping nectar. Glory,
hallelujah.

A half hour before, we had walked back from
Heron Pond, along the bank of Cache River, and
flushed a large woodpecker from its mysterious
rustling or scraping on the bank. What was this
woodpecker, a large pileated woodpecker, doing on
the soil? As it flew over us, 1 tried to measure its
wingspan, and thrillingly, I seemed to glimpse long,
white markings on its wings. Was it an ivory billed
woodpecker? Such woodpeckers were last reported in
Illinois more than a century ago, but I have read that
it has been reliably documented in Arkansas this year.
Could it exist this moment in the range of my vision?
Maybe. I only know that the shadow of a nearly

extinct bird flies on.
© 2005 Thomas Morgan

BUTTERFLY GARDEN

HURRAH for Susan Blackford!!!

nourishing of the Butterfly Garden at Sojourner Park. Years of

She has taken over the care and

toil and love went into the Garden PRIMARILY by

v %

> Madonna Stallmann! So it is a great thing that it will continue to thrive
and bring joy to all those in the surrounding neighborhood as well as

4 % those who find their way to it. THANK YOU Susan.

o .-"_.-
_{;}‘ Checkered White
.
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SKYLIGHT

pete cohen

I wonder how it’s been with anyone who took
up my suggestion last month and tried to devise one’s
own handy, clear, inimitable terminology for grouping
the clouds for study. The challenge, as mentioned, is
as old as curiosity. The ancient Chinese, I've read, in
attempting to comprehend the multi-faceted
phenomenon of weather, regarded clouds and rain as
the female ying interacting variously with the fiery
male solar yang. Apparently Plato was bothered by the
transitory nature of clouds and thought there should
be somewhere an ideal unchanging arrangement of
them, of which the ones witnessed were but imperfect
samples. Aristotle contrarily was content to believe
that the normal condition of everything below the
heavens was to be in the midst of change. And
Shakespeare (in Act 4, Scene XV of Antony and
Cleopatra) wrote that there was little point in trying to
pin down things that “mock our eyes with air.”

Nonetheless in 1665, Robert Hooke, the first
curator of experiments of the Royal Society of
London, began trying to produce “a method of
making a history of the weather” in order to plumb its
causes and effects. He suggested, for starting, that
clouds be described as “clear, checkered, hazy, thick,
waved” and such, but though the Age of
Enlightenment was blossoming out of the
Renaissance, he could never get enough people to
make diligent observations. He did, however, stir up
other more metaphorical descriptions (e.g: “rock-
like”), and in the late 1700s the multi-faceted Jean
Baptiste Lamarck announced a list of just five terms:
“hazy, massed, dappled, broom-like, and grouped.”
But it seems that, for whatever reasons, almost every
idea that Messieur Lamarck proposed throughout his
life became a lightning rod for disdain.

The Age was much kinder toward the young
English chemist I referred to last time, Luke Howard.
It was a time when old wonders were daily receiving
marvelous new explanations. It was soon to be shown
that rocks did not begat rocks, but their odd
distribution could be attributed to previous glaciers on
the sunny heaths. It was learned that barnacle geese
did not really hatch from barnacles, as the timing

when the newborns were seen seemed to indicate, but
actually bred like other geese in far north areas where
they hadn’t been discovered before. Little groups and
societies gathered regularly here and there to hear and
witness demonstrations of more scientific wonders.

There was something for all tastes, of course,
including technically clever ghoulish re-enactments of
tragedies. But this was scarcely the atmosphere in the
unremarkable lab-cum-lecture hall where Mr. Howard
described how his three little words — czrrus (Latin:
hair), cumulus (heap), and stratus (blanket)—would
make the variety of cloud performances niftily
describable and therefore comprehensible. (The term
nimbus was later added to differentiate clouds, of
whatever form, that produced rain.) His audience
immediately recognized and lauded his insight and
spread his praises.

Of course, not all. A close associate of his
demurred, claiming Howard’s terms were too
confining, and that descriptions like “linear arc,
mottled arc, shaded, piled, tufts, and flocks, etc.”
would be better. Few agreed. So the story of Luke
Howard’s naming the clouds is one of the pleasanter
ones of history, and more details of much of what
I’ve referred to above can be pleasantly found in The
Invention of Clouds by Richard Hamblyn (Farrar, Straus
& Giroux, 2001).

Above any clouds Jupiter is already high and
bright in Virgo at dark, as low in the west Venus
moves into Gemini. Furthermore, according to the
combined wisdom of The O/ Farmers’ Almanac and
StarDate: on June 8™ at twilight the low reappearing
Moon will be between Venus below and Saturn
above. On the 18" low in the WNW Saturn (highest),
Venus, and Mercury, will form a diagonal that shrinks
evening by evening till Venus and Mercury seem to
merge on the 26™. Meanwhile the Moon moves on to
be near Jupiter on the 15", with Spica between them
on the 17" Then the Moon can be seen above and
right of Antares on the 19", below and left on the
20™. Mars has a Moon visit on the 28" and 29™. The
solstice occurs at 1a46 on the 21st. New Moon June
6™, 4p55; full 21st, 11p14.

© 2005 Peter Zachary Coben
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WOW - WHAT A WEEKEND!

MAY 14

those of us who love birding, it was also the Migratory Bird Count day, and
was it wonderfull I don’t recall seeing so many Indigo Buntings or Orchard
Orioles! And the male Yellow Warbler with his red streaks was
everywhere. Red-eyed Vireos sang for us, and a Yellow-billed Cuckoo flew
right out of the woods in front of me. I also had another “flyby” at 11:15

The weekend of May 14-15 was beautiful and busy! For
those who graduated or knew someone graduating from
K-State — for those who love Track and Field, for those who just love
being outside in such beautiful weather — this was the weekend! BUT for

a.m. when a Barred Owl flew past me (not more than 12 feet), then came

back for a second look! I mean everyone was showing off their spring colors and enjoying the weather. I was
also glad to see that the Eagles are on the nest again north of Olsburg. The marshes north of Olsburg had
over 100 Eastern Kingbirds in one small area, nearly 600 Black Terns swooping over the water (the marsh
was full) and three Great Egrets that acted like Sandhill Cranes - jumping up and flapping their wings.
Dickcissels were their most spectacular vocal selves - their yellow eyebrows and breast and rufus shoulders
at their brightest. I could go on and on about this weekend. WHAT DID YOU SEE? Please email me
(cinraney@ksu.edu) or call (785-468-3587) and let me know the highlights of your birding,

= ™.

Brenda Wienck.

Banding Eagles: Lake Perry, May 14, 2005, About 4 weeks old.
Courtesy of John Miesner (US Fish & Wildlife Service) &

Birdathon 2005

Our 21* birdathon, a major fund-raising
activity of our chapter, was carried out by at least one
team on April 30-May1, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. The point
of the birdathon is to get pledges for the number of
bird species identified in a 24 hour period, go out and
have fun identifying birds, and then collect for the
work you have done. It also involves a good deal of
preparing reports, mailing them and getting your
money into the hands of our esteemed treasurer. It is a
valuable tool for raising funds that allow us to support
our natural heritage through various projects such as
Northeast Park and the Michel-Ross Nature Preserve.
As of the 23" of May, our pledgers have come
through to the tune of $936.40. More members of the
chapter should be working for pledges and then having
the fun of the chase.

Chuck Bussing, Michael Donnelly, and Clyde
Ferguson started at the Ferguson backyard and

Clyde Ferguson

proceeded to the Pig Farm — Blue-winged Teal,
Wilson’s Phalaropes, Pectoral Sandpipers, and
Spotted Sandpipers gloried in the smelly environs
there of. Jim Koelliker joined the party at the River
Pond, where we added Franklin’s and Ring-Billed
Gulls, a Ruby-Crowned Kinglet and Canada Geese.
Rocky Ford produced the Loggerhead Shrike and the
first Chimney Swift of the season. Other places
visited included State Lake, Konza Prairie, Hunters’
Island, Grandview Plaza (where we were checked by
the police for looking at the sewage ponds), and the
River Pond at Milford. We identified 93 species in all.
The top “spot” was the Broad-Winged Hawk, not
seen on the birdathon since the 1980s. I'm sorry
everyone couldn’t have enjoyed this outing,
particularly the non-productive owling before dawn

Sunday morning with the temperatures in the lower
40s. Clyde Ferguson
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