AFRICAN STUDENTS’ UNION OF
KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY (ASU-KSU)
Manhattan, Kansas
CONSTITUTION

Preamble

We, the African students at Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas,
Desiring:

1.
To promote understanding, cooperation and fellowship among the African students, without discrimination by race or beliefs.

2.
To interpret more effectively the cultures, growing needs, and developments of African nations to the campus and to the American communities.

3.
To encourage cooperation with other international and American groups in the United States of America.
Have resolved to combine all our efforts to accomplish these aims and hereby agree to establish a student organization to be known as the African Student's Union.

Objectives:


1.
To help new African Students adjust to life on the campus.

2.
To create better understanding of AFRICA through speeches, publications, films, forums, etc.

3.
To seek acquaintance with other AFRICAN students on different campuses in the United States of American by ever possible means, such as lectures, publications, and conferences.
4. To celebrate properly and effectively all important African national festivals and events. Individual African students willing to celebrate their Independence Day or major historic dates of their nations will get the support of the Union.

5. To protect and enhance the position of African students on campus.


**This Constitution was drafted and written by the Constitution Drafting Committee chosen at the-first meeting of all African students at Kansas State University held on December 19, 1963, amended May 1965, and revised February 1975, June 1985, February 2001, and February/March 2005.
ARTICLE I
NAME
This organization shall be called "African Students Union of Kansas State University" (ASU-KSU), hereinafter referred to as the Union.
ARTICLE II
MEMBERSHIP

Clause I:
ORDINARY MEMBERS


All African students and their families at Kansas State University shall be eligible to become ordinary members of the union.

Clause II:
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS


All non-student, non-faculty Africans and non-African students of Kansas State University, who share the aims and objectives listed on Page 1 of this Constitution, are eligible to become associate members of the Union.

Clause III:
HONORARY MEMBERS

All faculty and staff of Kansas State University and former ordinary members are eligible to become honorary members of the Union.

Clause IV:
ACTIVE MEMBERS


Any of the above members shall become active members on completion of a free and simple membership registration with the General Secretary, on regular attendance at the Union’s meetings, and/or on productive participation in the Union’s programs and activities.  Active members have a duty to support the association by payment of an annual subscription fee.

Clause V:
INACTIVE MEMBERS

Any of the above members shall become inactive members on withdrawal of membership and / or misconduct that brings shame and disrespect to the Union.  Only 2/3 of the General Assembly considers reinstatement.  See also Article IV, Section II, Clause II.

ARTICLE III

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The Executive Committee shall comprise the following officers: the President, the Vice President, the General Secretary, the Assistant General Secretary and Financial Secretary, the Public Relations Officer, the Webmaster/Listserv Manager, and an Ex-officio member.  All will be elected except for the Webmaster/Listserv Manager (see Section VII, Clause I).  These officers shall acquaint themselves with the Constitution and ensure it is adhered to.
Section I:
THE PRESIDENT


Clause I:
The President shall be the chief executive of the Union and shall preside over all the executive committee and general assembly meetings.

Clause II:
The President shall have an original and casting vote at all meetings presided over by him/her.

Clause III:
The President shall have powers to appoint special committees to investigate any matters affecting the Union.

Clause IV:
The President shall be responsible for ensuring that the clauses in the Constitution are adhered to. 


Clause V:
At his/her first general meeting after the election, the President with the consent of other members of the Executive Committee, shall present a comprehensive plan of activities (with a tentative budget) in line with the Union’s objectives that shall be executed during his/her term of office.  The plan shall be discussed extensively with the active members for their comments, approval and support.
Section II:
THE VICE PRESIDENT

The vice president shall act for the president, and perform all functions assigned to that office when the president is unable to act; and perform those functions, that from time to time shall be delegated to him/her by the president.
Section III:
THE GENERAL SECRETARY

Clause I:
The General Secretary shall be responsible for the general conduct of the Union's correspondence and liaison.

Clause II:
The General Secretary shall write the minutes of all Executive Committee and General Assembly meetings.  He/she shall post the minutes of the General Assembly Meetings on the web only after vetting by the president or by whoever the president shall delegate for that purpose. 

Clause III:
The General Secretary shall have the charge and custody of the Constitution; the members roll book, minutes' book, manuscripts and archives belonging to the Union.
Section IV:
THE ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY

Clause I:
The Assistant Secretary shall act for the General Secretary, and perform all functions assigned to that office when the General Secretary is unable to act and perform those functions that from time, to time shall be delegated to him/her by the General Secretary.
Section V:
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Clause I:
The financial secretary is responsible for collecting all the revenues and managing the Union account.

Clause II:
The Financial secretary shall prepare a monthly report and present it during the general assembly.

Clause III:
The Financial Secretary shall, not withdraw more than a total of $15.00 without the prior consent of the Executive Committee


The Executive Committee shall not authorize the withdrawal of more than a total of $ 40.00 without the prior consent of the General Assembly.
Section VI:
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER


The Public Relations Officer shall be responsible-for-the promotion and organization of all social and cultural activities of the Union.
Section VII:
EX-OFFICIO MEMBER


The Ex-officio member shall participate in all Executive Committee activities.
Section VIII:
WEBMASTER/LISTSERV MANAGER

Clause I:
A Webmaster/Listserv Manager shall be appointed or reappointed by the Executive Committee.  He/she shall report to the Executive Committee.


Clause II:
He/She shall have the primary responsibility of managing the Union’s web page and updating the listserv.


Clause III:
He/she shall ensure the appropriate use of the listserv.

Clause IV:
He/she reserves the right to administer punitive measures on misuse of the listserv as deemed appropriate by the Executive Committee.


Clause V:
He/she shall redesign the web page only upon the recommendation of the Executive Committee and approved by the general assembly.


Clause VI:
Use of the listserv for purposes other than the following shall be deemed inappropriate:

1. Presenting the minutes of the Union’s general meetings.

2. Reporting and updating members on the activities of the Union.

3. Promoting educational, cultural and social activities among members and better relations and understanding among the communities at KSU and surroundings.

4. Any other use that benefits members of the Union.
Section IX:
FACULTY ADVISOR

Clause I:
The Faculty Advisor shall be appointed in conformity with the Union Activities Board of the Kansas State University and shall be nominated first by a Search Committee comprising of registered active members of the Union and approved by the General Assembly.  


Clause II:
The Faculty Advisor shall perform his/her role as dictated by the Union Activities Board of the Kansas State University without hindrance, prejudice or disrespect from any member of the Union.


Clause III:
The Faculty Advisor shall have the freedom to attend the Union’s meetings including Executive Committee and general meetings at his/her discretion.

Clause IV:
The Faculty Advisor shall endeavor to ensure that the procedures set forth by the Union’s Constitution are adhered to.
ARTICLE IV

AWARD AND DISCIPLINE
Section I:
AWARDS

Clause I:
The Executive Committee shall appoint a special 4-Person-Committee, comprising of respected persons, to nominate outstanding active members (including Executive Committee members) of the Union for awards at the end of a term of office or during a major program of the Union.

Clause II:
The award, which shall be strictly based on merit measured by performance vis-à-vis the objectives on Page 1 of this Constitution, shall consist of Certificate of Excellence or of Appreciation to be presented by the chairperson of the 4-Person-Committee in Clause I above.


Clause III:
The names and photographs of the award recipients shall be posted on the Union’s web page.
Section II:
DISCIPLINE


Clause I:
Any complaints of misconduct or unacceptable behavior duly reported by at least two witnesses shall be investigated within 14 days by a disciplinary committee that shall be appointed by the Executive Committee.

Clause II:
Upon recommendation by the disciplinary committee, any punitive action against erring members shall be subjected to approval by 2/3 majority of the general assembly and shall be duly communicated on the listserv by the General Secretary.
ARTICLE V
ELECTIONS
Section I:
RETURNING OFFICER

There shall be a Returning Officer appointed by the General Assembly immediately before any election. The Returning Officer shall conduct the appropriate election(s) or bye-election(s).
Section II:
GENERAL ELECTIONS

Clause I:
General elections shall be held during the first two weeks of April of each year.

Clause II:
All members of the Executive Committee, except for Webmaster/Listserv Manager, shall be elected during the general elections.  The Listserv Manager shall be appointed by the incoming Executive Committee (see Article III, Section VIII, Clause I).

Clause III:
Candidates can be nominated either by self or any member. In each case, the move should be seconded.  Prior approval is necessary if a candidate is nominated in absentia.

Clause IV:
All elections shall be by secret ballot and winners shall be determined by simple majority.  In the occurrence of tie-vote, the outgoing President will cast the deciding vote using a transparent random method.

Clause V:
Only active members who are students shall be eligible to be candidates for elections to any executive position of the Union.  However, all active members are eligible to vote.

Clause VI:
The outgoing Executive Committee shall furnish a written report to the Union the day of the General Elections.

Clause VII:
All outgoing officers shall hand over to the newly elected officers within two weeks after the elections.
Section III:
BY ELECTIONS

Clause I:
Bye-elections-shall be held at anytime of the year and no later than four (4) weeks after a post has fallen vacant.

Clause II:
Resignations of members of the-Executive Committee:

(a)
Any member of the Executive Committee shall resign upon a vote of no confidence by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the active members;

(b)
Any members of the Executive Committee who wish to resign shall do so in writing to the Executive Committee;
(c) Any member of the Executive Committee who is absent from three (3) consecutive Executive Committee meetings without reasons that are acceptable to the General Assembly shall automatically lose their position and the Executive Committee shall deem such an office vacant;
(d) In the occurrence of dismissal of any member of the Executive Committee, for misconduct or lack of performance, his/her position shall be declared vacant by the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE VI
FINANCE
The income of the Union shall consist of:

1.
Annual subscription fee payable by each member of the Union at a rate to be determined from time to time by the General Assembly.

2.
Grants from different sources.

3.
Any other sources
Section I:
EXPENDITURES


The funds of the Union shall be expended on:

1.
Games and sports,

2.
Social, cultural and educational activities,

3.
Any other matter related to the furtherance of the functions of the Union.
Section II:
BANKING


The Union shall keep a checking and savings accounts with the President, the Vice President and the Financial Secretary being signatories.
Section III:
AUDITING

Clause I:
The auditors appointed during a general meeting shall function until the next general meeting by which time they must submit a report to the General Assembly.

Clause II:
The accounts of the Union shall be audited by three auditors appointed by the General Assembly from among the active members of the Union.  Such an audit shall be carried out within 14 days after proper handover by the outgoing Executive Committee.
ARTICLE VII
MEETINGS
Section I:
GENERAL MEETINGS

There shall be at least three (3) general meetings during an Executive Committee's term of office.  In the agenda for the general meetings shall be incorporated unfinished business from previous general meetings, a financial report, and matters arising that are beneficial to the entire members.
Section II:
EMERGENCY MEETINGS

The President shall summon an emergency meeting of the Union whenever the need arises.
Section III:
OTHER MEETINGS


Any other meetings shall be called by the Executive Committee upon the receipt of a written request signed by at least ten (10) registered members of the Union.
Section IV:
QUORUM



A quorum shall be formed if, in addition to the Executive Committee, at least 8 active members are present.
Section V:
GENERAL ASSEMBLY


The General Assembly shall be defined by the active members present at a particular Union’s meeting so long a quorum is formed.   
Section VI:
VOTING


Only active members shall be eligible to vote on all matters affecting the Union.
ARTICLE VIII
AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION
Any amendment of the Constitution shall be made by a two-third (2/3) majority of the registered active members of the Union.
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