Minutes of the College of Arts & Sciences Faculty Meeting, 5 April 2007

The meeting was called to order by Dean Stephen White in Eisenhower 015 at 4:02 PM.  Shanna Williams, Elizabeth Dodd, Michael Donnelly, Jerry Frieman, Angela Hubler, Dean Montelone, Yasmin Patell, Anne Phillips, and Dean Rogers attending.

A motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of 1 February was made by Prof. Phillips, seconded by Prof. Dodd, and approved unanimously. 

Yasmin Patell presented the twelve page Green Sheet of proposed Course and Curriculum Changes, as well as its addendum, and moved approval. Prof. Hubler seconded.  

Discussion followed. Prof. Dodd asked if the electives cross-listed in the Non-Violence Studies Certificate Proposal already exist, or this was an invitation to Departments to offer such courses?  Dean White asked for a clarification of whether the Non-Violence Studies Certificate Proposal was in fact still part of the package we were proposing and voting on today.  Dean Rogers explained that because there was not enough statutory time to consider the proposal properly and vote before Faculty Senate meets next, and because the mandatory budget proposal was not at this time attached to the Certificate Proposal, the Non-Violence Studies Certificate Proposal had been pulled from the package of Course and Curriculum Changes to be voted on today.   Dean White asked for a motion to amend the Patell motion to recognize this fact.  Yasmin Patell moved and Dean Rogers seconded to amend, and the amendment was accepted. 

Prof. Dodd asked if the PDAs allowed in the proposed University Honors Program will substitute non-academic, non-tuition-earning “credit hours” for academic course credits that do earn tuition money.  Dean Rogers responded that he understood that we were simply approving the University Honors Program armature, and our approval would not restrict whatever additions or embellishments A & S wished to hang on that armature.  Prof. Frieman asked if the A& S Honors Program could not still impose stiffer criteria than those established by the University Honors Program.  The understanding appeared to be that there would be no obstacle.  Prof. Dodd, still concerned about granting non-tuition-earning credit that substitutes for academic credit that earns tuition dollars, moved to table until the next A & S Faculty meeting the Honors Proposal portion of the Course and Curriculum Change package, while we seek clarification from Prof. Steve Kiefer, Head of the University Honors Program, on the relation of PDAs, tuition generation, and the total number credit hours in the Program.  The motion to table the Honors Program portion of the Proposal, and send it back to the Curriculum Committee with a directive to get clarification on these matters, passed unanimously.  
Yasmin Patel moved that the amended motion, pages 1-11 of the Course and Curriculum Change Proposal, and the Addendum, pp. 1-6, be approved, seconded by Prof. Phillips. 

Prof. Hubler asked why Combatives were not being offered by Military Science.  Dean White explained how Central Administration’s ambitions for the course conflicted with the legal limitations on what clientele Military Science can serve.  He explained that Kinesiology had been seen as a nature home for the course, but that the Department of Kinesiology had rejected it as an out-lier in relation to their departmental orientation, which was toward research and scientific contributions, arguing that housing such a course would misrepresent what Kinesiology was about nowadays.   Dean Rogers explained the three clienteles the course was intended to serve, and pointed out that there were ample precedents for courses like this one that could not comfortably be housed within a particular department finding a home under the DAS rubric.  Unpersuaded, Prof. Hubler moved to strike DAS 199, Modern Combatives (2 cr.) from the Curriculum Proposal.  Prof. Frieman seconded.    Dean Montelone clarified the status of the dedicated room in Ahearn which is being refurbished for this course; Dean Rogers explained the history of the work and conversations that have eventuated in the present proposal, which he thought the best possible resolution in A & S for this program, which is high on President Wefald’s list of priorities.   The question was called: one vote to strike, four nay, and one abstention.  

The question was called on the original motion from Course and Curriculum, as amended.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Prof. Phillips moved adjournment; Dean Montelone seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:36 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

M. L. Donnelly, Faculty of Arts and Sciences Secretary

