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General area of interest: Natural Sciences (Ecology of grasslands; effects of fire and grazing on grassland ecosystems; effects of climate change and other disturbances on ecosystem processes; patterns and controls of nutrient cycling processes in grasslands)


Geographic interest: Southern Africa, South Africa




Courses:

Current Africa research topics/projects: Convergence and contingencies in savanna grasslands in North America and South Africa.

The structure and function of savannas and mesic grasslands worldwide are a product of fire, grazing, and climatic variability. Although all savanna grasslands share these drivers, fire and grazing may affect ecosystem structure and function in fundamentally different ways in southern Africa (SA) and North America (NA). This research is focused on quantifying, in directly comparable ways, ecosystem and community responses to fire and grazing in savanna grasslands of SA and NA, and to identify those ecological processes that are similar (convergent), despite potential contingent factors of differing evolutionary history, herbivore diversity and soil fertility. 
Partnerships/collaborations: University of KwaZulu-Natal, Kruger National Park, SOUTH AFRICA

KSU African Studies Center focal research areas:

environmental conservation and sustainability

environmental change, biodiversity, and land use

Scholarship: 























































